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Writing Task 1:Present Perfect Passive 

Task 1: Look at the map below 

● Pause the video and write sentences about the changes. 

● Then watch the video to compare with the examples given. 

 

 

 

The Present Perfect  

In this example,  

● there are no specific dates given  

● we do not know when the changes took place 

● the changes are connected to what we can see NOW. 

So in examples like this, it is better to use the Present Perfect Tense. 
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Present Perfect: have/has + 3rd form (past participle) 

● The island has changed. 

● There have been many changes. 

● They have built a pier.* 

 

*’They have built a pier’ is Present Perfect ACTIVE. This is OK but…. 

...it sounds better if you use the Present Perfect PASSIVE. 

‘A pier has been built’. 

This is not as difficult as it looks! 

 

Present Perfect Passive: have/has + been + 3rd form 

Here are some examples: 
● A pier has been constructed on the shore. 
● A restaurant has been set up on the other side of the island. 
● A reception has been built near the pier. 
● Several footpaths/guesthouses have been created. 
● The western part and central parts of the island have been developed. 

 

Task 2: Extending your sentences and giving more detail 

Match the sentences on the left with the sentences on the right. 

1. The western and central parts of the island 

have been developed... 

2. A pier, roads, and footpaths have been added... 

3. A short vehicle track has been laid... 

4. Accommodation buildings have been built and 

organized... 

5. Footpaths have been cleared... 

6. Although the beach on the western side of the 

island remains as it was,... 

a. ...linking the pier directly to the reception 

building. 

b. ...the area surrounding it has been designated 

as a swimming area. 

c. ...to connect these areas to each other. 

d. ...into a tourist resort. 

e. ...to give better access to the island. 

f. ...along a circular footpath. 
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Answers 

1) The western and central parts of the island have been developed into a tourist resort. 

2) A pier, roads, and footpaths have been added to give better access to the island. 
3) A short vehicle track has been laid linking the pier directly to the reception building. 
4) Accommodation buildings have been built and organized along a circular footpath. 
5) Footpaths have been cleared to connect these areas to each other 
6) Although the beach on the western side of the island remains as it was, the area 

surrounding it has been designated as a swimming area. 

Task 3 

Either make some sentences about the picture below (then check answers on the video), 

Or watch the video then fill in the gaps to test yourself!  
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Test Yourself 1: 

 

1. The kitchen and living room doors ________________________. 
2. An extra door ______________in the kitchen, creating a porch area. 
3. The pantry _______________in order to increase the storage space in the bedroom. 
4. The laundry room ______________with the nursery, creating more floor space and leaving 

just a linen cupboard. 
5. Two more wardrobes ____________________to the kids’ bedroom. 
6. All of the rooms ___________________________and furnished. 
7. The fridge __________________________to the other side of the kitchen and replaced by a 

table. 
8. *The flat _________________ more open-plan and family-friendly. 

 

Test Yourself 2: 

Transform these sentences into Present Perfect (Active or Passive) 

1) There was a total modernisation of the offices. 

2) There was an entire refurbishment of the building. 

3) There was a partial demolition of the factory. 

4) There was a careful restoration of the castle. 

5) There was a complete transformation of the town. 

6) There were many dramatic changes. 

7) A marina was set up on the shores of the lake. 

8) A large number of flats were built beside the sea. 

9) An airport was constructed on the banks of the river. 

10)  Several changes took place in the town. 
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Test Yourself 1:Answers 

1. The kitchen and living room doors have been removed. 
2. An extra door has been fitted in the kitchen, creating a porch area. 
3. The pantry has been removed in order to increase the storage space in the bedroom. 
4. The laundry room has been merged with the nursery, creating more floor space and 

leaving just a linen cupboard. 
5. Two more wardrobes have been added to the kids’ bedroom. 
6. All of the rooms have been redecorated and furnished. 
7. The fridge has been moved to the other side of the kitchen and replaced by a table. 
8. *The flat has become more open-plan and family-friendly. 

 

Test Yourself 2 Answers: 

Transform these sentences into Present Perfect (Active or Passive) 

1) There has been a total modernisation of the offices.The offices have been totally 

modernised. 

2) There has been an entire refurbishment of the building.The building has been entirely 

refurbished. 

3) There has been a partial demolition of the factory.The factory has been partially 

demolished. 

4) There has been a careful restoration of the castle.The castle has been carefully restored. 

5) There has been a complete transformation of the town.The town has been completely 

transformed. 

6) There have been many dramatic changes.The town has changed dramatically. 

7) A marina has been set up on the shores of the lake. 

8) A large number of flats have been built beside the sea. 

9) An airport has been constructed on the banks of the river. 

10) Several changes have taken place in the town. 
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