
                      IELTS Vocabulary Mind Map: The Man-Made Environment 

The vocabulary lists below outline the key words and issues that you need to learn for 

IELTS.  

It is impossible to cover all of them without writing a whole new dictionary. 

So you need to work on these words yourself.  

Doing this will help you remember them better. 

You need to find out or check: 

● the meaning 

● the form (verb, noun, adjective, adverb) 

● the pronunciation 

and put them into a simple sentence. 

 

For example let’s take the key word ‘pollution’. 

Pollution (uncountable noun)  

/pəˈluːʃn̩/ 

Meaning: the presence in the environment of a substance which has harmful or poisonous 

effects. 

Example: "There is too much pollution in towns and cities." 

a pollutant (countable noun) 

pəˈluːtənt  

polluted (adjective) 

pəˈluːtɪd  

to pollute (verb) 

pəˈluːt  

Do this for most of the words in the list (write a translation too if you want). 

 

This worksheet covers days 8 -14 of the 28-Day Planner. 

In the Members Academy, each day of the course includes at least one video, Reading Test, 
Listening Test, Writing Model and Speaking Practice Topic. 

 

Copyright Fiona Wattam @ www.IELTSetc.com. All rights reserved. 2019. 
 

https://members.ieltsetc.com/academy/
http://www.ieltsetc.com/


                      IELTS Vocabulary Mind Map: The Man-Made Environment 

 

Day 8: Housing  

Housing 

construction   

demolition   

renovation   

residents/residential   

citizens/inhabitants   

close-knit community   

affordable housing   

 

 

Meanings 

to construct = to build; a construction = a building 

to demolish/demolition = to destroy, pull down a building 

to renovate/ renovation - restore (something old, especially a building) to a good state of repair. 

citizens/inhabitants/residents = the people who live in a place 

a residential area = an area which is occupied by private houses 

a close-knit community — whether a village or a city neighborhood — is a place where people 
know their neighbors and look after them. 

affordable housing - housing units that are affordable by that section of society whose income is 
below the median household income.  
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Day 9: Buildings 

Buildings 

(modern) architecture   

feats of engineering   

sustainable materials   

environmentally-friendly 
building materials 

  

preservation   

historic/historical buildings   

concrete/cement   

 
 

 

Meanings 

architecture - the art or practice of designing and constructing buildings; the style in which a 
building is designed and constructed, especially with regard to a specific period, place, or culture. 

an architect - a person who designs buildings 

Building the pyramids was a brilliant feat of engineering - If you refer to an action, or the result of 
an action, as a feat, you admire it because it is an impressive and difficult achievement.  

environmentally-friendly building materials - building materials which do not have a negative 
impact on the environment 

concrete - a building material made from a mixture of broken stone or gravel, sand, cement, and 
water, which can be spread or poured into moulds and forms a mass resembling stone on 
hardening. 

cement - a powdery substance mixed with sand, gravel, and water to make concrete. 

historical buildings - Something historic has a great importance to human history. Something 
historical is related to the past.  
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Day 10: Cities 

Cities 

urban sprawl 
 

  

infrastructure   

facilities/amenities   

poor housing   

housing shortage   

rural deprivation   

high-rise flats   

 
 

 

Meanings 

Urban sprawl is basically another word for urbanization. It refers to the migration of a population 
from populated towns and cities to low density residential development over more and more 
rural land. 

infrastructure - the basic physical and organizational structures and facilities (e.g. buildings, roads, 
power supplies) needed for the operation of a society or enterprise. 

facilities/amenities -  local buildings or services serving the public e.g. Post Offices, parks, shops. 

poor housing - low-quality houses ‘The health problems are associated with poor housing’. 

housing shortage - a lack of houses 

deprivation = the lack of material benefits considered to be basic necessities in a society. ‘Rural 
deprivation and ill-health in England in danger of being overlooked’.  

high-rise flats: multi-story apartments 
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Day 11: Development 

Development 

sustainable 
 

  

developing countries   

the digital divide   

poverty   

to reduce inequalities   

economic growth   

responsible consumption   

 
 

 

Meanings 

sustainable - able to be maintained at a certain rate or level. 
sustainable consumption and production is about promoting resource and energy efficiency, 
sustainable infrastructure, and providing access to basic services, green and decent jobs and a 
better quality of life for all. 

A developing country is a country with a less developed industrial base and a low Human 
Development Index relative to other countries. However, this definition is not universally agreed 
upon. There is also no clear agreement on which countries fit this category.  

the digital divide - the gulf between those who have ready access to computers and the Internet, 
and those who do not."there is a ‘digital divide’ between rich and poor in terms of computer use" 
poverty - the state of being extremely poor 

inequality - difference in size, degree, circumstances, etc.; lack of equality. e.g 'social inequality' 

economic growth - an increase in the amount of goods and services produced per head of the 
population over a period of time. 

responsible consumption - from the verb 'to consume' = to use. Responsible consumption = being 
careful about how you use resources. 
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Day 12: Civilisation and culture 

Civilisation and culture 

aboriginal people    

indigenous tribes   

the Maori   

native Americans/Inuit   

adventurers/explorers   

colonisers/settlers   

migration   

 
 

 

Meanings 

aboriginal people - inhabiting or existing in a land from the earliest times or from before the 
arrival of colonists; indigenous tribes - groups of aboriginal people 
the Maori - a member of the aboriginal people of New Zealand. 
native Americans - a member of any of the indigenous peoples of North, Central, and South 
America 
Inuit - a member of an indigenous people of northern Canada and parts of Greenland and Alaska. 

adventurer/explorer - people who explores a new or unfamiliar area. 

colonisers/settlers -a country that sends settlers to a place and establishes political control over it 
or a person who settles among and establishes political control over the indigenous people of an 
area. 

migration -  movement of people to a new area or country in order to find work or better living 
conditions. 
"the extensive rural-to-urban migration has created a severe housing shortage" 
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Day 13: Transport 

Transport 

congestion   

alternative fuels   

road safety   

car-share schemes   

cycle lanes   

pedestrians   

car pools   

 
 

 

Meanings 

congestion - the state of being congested (too much traffic) "the new bridge should ease 

congestion in the area" 

alternative fuels - a fuel other than petrol or diesel for powering motor vehicles, such as 

electricity or hydrogen fuel cells. 

road safety - ensuring that the roads are safe for all users 

cycle lanes - lanes that have been created for cyclists 

car-share schemes - carsharing (AU, CA, & US) or car clubs (UK) is a model of car rental where 

people rent cars for short periods of time, often by the hour. They are attractive to customers 

who make only occasional use of a vehicle, as well as others who would like occasional access to a 

vehicle of a different type than they use day-to-day. 

carpool - an arrangement between people to make a regular journey in a single vehicle, typically 

with each person taking turns to drive the others. "they organized carpools to take the kids to 

school" 

pedestrian - a person walking rather than travelling in a vehicle."the road is so dangerous 

pedestrians avoid it" · 
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Day 14: Crime 

Crime 

to prevent crime crime prevention  

to commit a crime a criminal  

to punish a punishment  

to pay a fine to impose a fine  

to go to prison   

to act as a deterrent to deter someone  

the law a lawyer legal/illegal 

judge jury  

 
 

 

Meanings 

to prevent crime - to stop crime from happening 

to commit a crime/an offence - to do something illegal 

to punish a criminal - inflict a penalty on (someone) as retribution for an offence, especially a 
transgression of a legal or moral code. 

to pay a fine - to pay money as a form of punishment  

penalty / punishment are synonyms but penalty is often used for both minor offences and major 
crimes. 

to act as a deterrent - to deter (n = deterrent) = to put someone off doing something 

judge = the person who controls the court proceedings 
jury = a group of independent people who decide whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty 

rehabilitation = to restore someone through education or therapy 
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Bonus vocabulary related to crime: 

Serious Crimes/Offences 

abduction = taking someone against their will (kidnapping) 

arson = setting fire to a property 

assault = a physical attack 

burglary = illegal entry to a building with an intent to commit a crime 

child abuse = maltreatment of a child 

drug trafficking = importing illegal drugs 

fraud = deception for personal or financial gain 

hacking = unauthorised access to data in a computer system 

hijacking = illegally getting control of an aircraft or vehicle 

murder (homicide USA) 

manslaughter – unintentional murder (synonym for unpremeditated murder) 

attempted murder = planning to kill another person 

genocide = systematic killing of a race or religious group 

organised crime = crime by an organised gang or organisation 

smuggling = illegal import or export 

terrorism = unlawful violence or threat with political aims 

white collar crime = financially motivated non-violent crime by a worker 
 

Minor Crimes /Offences 

pick pocketing = taking from another person’s pockets 

shoplifting = taking products from a shop without paying for them 

traffic offences =breaking the rules of the road and driving 

drunk driving = drinking whilst under the influence of alcohol 

speeding = driving over the speed limit 

vandalism = deliberate destruction or damage to a building 

 

Criminals 

crime = criminal 

murder = murderer 

theft = thief 

trafficking = trafficker 

hijacking = hijacker 

terrorism = terrorist 

smuggling = smuggler 

shoplifting = shoplifter 

vandalism = vandal 

teenage criminal/ juvenile delinquent 
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Types of Punishment 

the death penalty (capital punishment) 

a prison sentence (imprisonment) 

a fine = to pay money as a punishment 

community service = punishment by doing community work 

 

Other Types of Punishment 

This refers to punishment commonly used by schools and parents. 

detention = to stay in school after hours for punishment 

isolation = to be kept apart from others as a punishment 

grounding = to be unable to go outside home as a punishment 

corporal punishment = physical punishment 

 

Court Language 

judge = the person who controls the court proceedings 

jury = a group of independent people who decide whether the defendant is guilty or not guilty 

justice = fairness or court law 

trial = legal proceedings to judge whether someone is guilty of a crime 

court = the place where the trial is held 

defendant = the accused person: the individual or group being accused in court of a crime 

prosecutor = the lawyer against the accused person 

defence = the lawyer protecting the accused person 

witness = a person who sees an event happen 

evidence = facts or information supporting the truth 

proof = evidence supporting a claim 

guilty = not innocent as judged by a court of law 

innocent = found not guilty of a crime 

to be found guilty = the court decided that the person did commit the crime 

conviction / verdict = formal sentence of a court 

circumstances of the crime = a condition or situation relating to a crime 

extenuating circumstances = a condition that makes the crime or mistake less serious and more 

understandable 

take into consideration = should be thought about carefully 

maximum / minimum sentence = highest penalty / lowest penalty 

a harsh punishment = hard, strict penalty 

 

Other Crime & Punishment Vocabulary 

armed police = police who carry guns 

to deter (n = deterrent) = to put someone off doing something 

to be soft on crime = not to have harsh or strict punishments 

a repeat offender = a person who has committed a crime or offence more than once 

rehabilitation = to restore someone through education or therapy 

reintegrate back into society = help someone return into society 

peer pressure = pressure from friends or colleagues 

role models = people whose behaviour should be copied and respected 

mimicking violent behaviour = to copy aggressive actions 
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