
Advanced Linking Words

Task 1: Different levels of linking

Look at the 2 sentences below and consider how you could link them:

● New rules were introduced. The rules decreased traffic congestion immediately.

Some options:

● New rules were introduced and they decreased traffic congestion immediately.

(Band 5 - Simple cohesive devices e.g. 'and' 'but' 'so' 'because' 'also'.)

● New rules were introduced, which decreased traffic congestion immediately.

(Band 5 or 6 - Simple relative clauses e.g. ‘where’, ‘who’, ‘that’, ‘when’, ‘which’)

● As soon as new rules were introduced, traffic congestion decreased immediately.

(Band 6 More complex cohesive devices e.g. 'when' 'before/after' 'although' 'However'.)

● New  rules were introduced, and, as a result, traffic congestion decreased immediately.

(Band 6/7 A variety of more complex linking words used accurately e.g. 'In spite of' 'Despite'

'Unless' 'As long as'.)

● New rules were introduced, which led to an immediate reduction in the amount of

traffic on the roads.

● New rules were introduced, which meant that congestion decreased immediately.

● New rules were introduced, which had an immediate effect on the volume of traffic.

● New rules were introduced, *decreasing* congestion immediately.

● New rules were introduced, *thus decreasing* congestion immediately.

● New rules were introduced, *resulting in* an immediate reduction of congestion.

(Band 7+ A wide variety of complex linking words used accurately e.g. *the 'ing' form* of the

verb).
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Task 2: Other ways of expressing ‘as a result’ with the ‘ing’ form

Look at the sentences below and consider how you could link them:

● One solution to anti-social behaviour would be to make citizenship classes compulsory in

all schools. This might reduce the number of incidences.

Some options

● One solution would be to make citizenship classes compulsory in all schools, which might

reduce the incidence of anti-social behaviour.

Band 5+: Relative clauses are a simple way of extending your sentences and making them more

complex.

● Making citizenship classes compulsory in all schools might result in a reduction of

anti-social behaviour.

Band 6+: Using 'ing' forms as nouns at the start of sentences is a good way of making your

writing sound more academic. The 'result in' pushes it closer to a 7.

● One solution would be to make citizenship classes compulsory in all schools, so that the

incidence of anti-social behaviour is reduced.

Band 6/7: this is quite a complex structure because ‘so that the’ requires some flexibility with

word order.

● If citizenship classes were made compulsory in all schools, there might be a lower

incidence of anti-social behaviour.

Band 7: Conditional sentences are examples of complex sentences. The passive 'were made'

pushes it closer to a 7.

● One solution would be to make citizenship classes compulsory in all schools, *thus

reducing* the incidence of anti-social behaviour.

Band 7/8 - Participle Clauses: using the 'ing' form of the verb to link sentences adds complexity

and sophistication. 'Thus' pushes it closer to an 8.
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Task 3: ‘ING’ Form PRACTICE

Make complex sentences from these 5 sets of simple sentences:

1) Congestion charges for entering city centres will be introduced shortly. This will raise the

cost of motoring.

2) Fares have risen substantially over recent years. This has discouraged people from using

public transport.

3) The transport system will break down. This will cause inconvenience to the travelling

public and have a knock-on effect on the economy in general. More people will turn to

cars and roads will become congested (which will in turn slow the economy down).

4) The system will deteriorate rapidly. This will delay people further.

5) If the government increased petrol tax, the cost of a driving would increase. This would

mean that less well-off motorists would suffer the most.

Suggested Answers

1) Congestion charges for entering city centres will be introduced shortly, raising the cost

of motoring.

2) Fares have risen substantially over recent years, discouraging people from using public

transport.

3) The transport system will break down, causing inconvenience to the travelling public and

having a knock-on effect on the economy in general with more people turning to cars

and roads becoming congested (which will in turn slow the economy down).

4) The system will deteriorate rapidly, thus delaying people further/so people will be

further delayed.

5) If the government increased petrol tax, the cost of a driving would increase, meaning

that less well-off motorists would suffer the most.

See also the lesson about the language of cause and effect.
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Task 4: Using ‘ing’ form (Present Participle) to give reasons (meaning ‘because’)

Look at the following two sentences:

● Robots are capable of great precision of movement.

● They can undertake many procedures that humans are less able to do.

We can link them using a simple ‘because’:

● Because robots are capable of great precision of movement, they can undertake many

procedures that humans are less able to do.

OR

● Robots can undertake many procedures that humans are less able to do because robots

are capable of great precision of movement.

Now look at how we can link the ideas using an ‘ing’ verb (Participle Clause):

● Being capable of great precision of movement, robots can undertake many procedures

that humans are less able to do.

The 'ing' form of the verb 'to be' is 'being', which comes from this sentence:

● 'Robots are capable of great precision.

Task 5: Link the following sentences using an ‘ing’ verb:

1) Because the government know the extent of the obesity problem, they should do more

to tackle it.

2) Because people are aware of the dangers of smoking more than ever before, they

should make more of an effort to give up.

Suggested Answers

1) Knowing the extent of the problem, the government should do more to tackle it.

2) Being aware of the dangers of smoking more than ever before, people should make

more of an effort to give up.
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Task 5: Using the ‘ing’ form to give additional information in Academic Task 1

Look at the following 2 sentences. Can you link them?

During this period, the cost of a mobile phone contract almost halved.

It fell from around £30 to £15 a month.

Answer

● During this period, the cost of a mobile phone contract almost halved, *falling* from

around £30 to £15 a month.

Do the same for the following examples:

1. In 1983, participation in gym activities stood at only 5% but this figure grew rapidly. It

eventually stabilised at around 25%.

Answer

● In 1983, participation in gym activities stood at only 5% but this figure grew rapidly,

eventually stabilising at around 25%.

2. Waves could generate about 2 million megawatts of electricity. This would double the

world's current production.

Answer

● Waves could generate about 2 million megawatts of electricity, doubling the world's

current production.

Using ‘with’ + ing form

Link the following sentences:

The trend was similar for women. Numbers went up significantly in June and remained high

throughout the summer.
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Answer

● The trend was similar for women, with numbers going up significantly in June and

remaining high throughout the summer.

You can use 'with +ing verb' to link two sentences when the 2nd sentence gives more

information about the SAME SUBJECT.

Here, the subject is the 'trend'.

‘Being’

Don’t be afraid to use ‘ing’ when the verb is ‘to be’:

The charts show a considerable difference in the number of car-owners. Older people are three

times more likely to own a car than younger people (3 million compared to 1 million).

● The charts show a considerable difference in the number of car-owners, older people

being three times more likely to own a car than younger people (3 million compared to 1

million).

Here, the 'ing' form of the verb is used to give extra information about the first sentence,

though the subject is NOT the same.

The main verb is 'be' (from 'older people are more likely to...'), so the 'ing' form is 'being'!

Ⓒ Fiona Wattam IELTS with Fiona

https://ieltsetc.com


Follow-up task

Keep a list of other examples that you find in different contexts e.g.

1) (General Training: Letter to your boss requesting the purchase of a specific item)

‘If I had an additional screen, I would be able to work more efficiently.’

Having an additional screen would enable me to work more efficiently.

2) (Academic Task 1: Describing changes to a map)

‘They built a footpath. The footpath allowed access to the beach.’

A footpath was built, allowing more access to the beach.

3) These were all taken from a newspaper article. Whenever you find examples, break them

down into simple sentences, then re-construct them e.g.

He filed a petition, challenging the legality of the process.

= He filed a petition. This challenged the legality of the process. (or)

= He filed a petition, which challenged the legality of the process.

He told reporters that the poll would take place, following the High Court order.

=, which followed the HC order (chronological link - followed in time)

=, after he followed the HC order (consequential link - followed as a result)

‘Our visit is not connected with the election' he said, adding that talks will take place after the

visit.

= He added that talks will take place after the visit.

'This has been in place since 1971', he said, noting that both countries benefit from the

agreement.

= He noted that both countries benefit from the agreement.
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